ject at times to violent moods, I regretted his leaving and he with was generous enough to admit having been in the wrong. Dement On one matter especially I was in close agreement with him; Wood this was the urgent need, since we have no Ministry of Fine Art, of an advisory body for the Arts, Lord Crawford had in fact drawn up a plan for a Fine Art Commission and Sir Aston Webb, then President of the Royal Academy, called a meeting of artists and others interested to discuss the pro-ject at Burlington House. A Royal Fine Art Commission was in due course set up. 'I am glad to think that the movement has your approval', wrote Webb, 'and thank you for the assistance you gave to its initiation.' Derwcnt Wood, to his disappointment, was not among the first Commissioners, though he was appointed later,
It was not easy to find a man of Wood's ability to replace him. I suggested Epstein as a possible successor, but in the opinion of the Board 'Epstein's appointment to a Professorship of the Royal College of Art would be a very perilous experiment and might cause considerable embarrassment'. Finally, Muirhead Bone put me in mind of Ernest Cole. Cole had been hailed as a youthful genius by Charles Ricketts, Selwyn Image and Laurence Binyon, and through their influence had been chosen to design and execute two great stone groups for the new County Hall at Westminster. I had heard nothing of him since, but at once realised he would be the man; Henry Moore, the ablest student in the sculpture school, became his assistant. The two worked admirably together until Cole retired,
About this time I was pressed by E, H. Carter, an enthusiastic officer of the Board of Education, to join a party at Aberystwith University where a number of subjects on the Development of Civilization were to be discussed* I went somewhat unwillingly; but was told that the Board wished me to represent them. I had previously visited Bangor, where my friend Miss Mary Rathbone took me about the countryside, when I was struck by the dourness of the Welsh houses and cottages. Again the buildings in the neighbour-3.8